Aetat.07.]         Bosuuell's mind illuminated.
entails unlawful, till you have cogent arguments, which 1 believe you will never find.    I am afraid of scruples J.
'I have now sent all Lord Hailes's papers ; part 1 found hidden in a drawer in which I had laid them for security, and had forgotten them. Part of these are written twice: I have returned both the copies. Part I had read before.
'Be so kind as to return Lord Hailes my most respectful thanks for his first volume ; his accuracy strikes me with wonder ; his narrative is far superiour to that of Henau.lt, as I have formerly mentioned.
(I am afraid that the trouble, which my irregularity and delay has cost him, is greater, far greater, than any good that I can do him will ever recompense ; but if I have any more copy, 1 will try to do better.
'Pray let me know if Mrs. Boswell is friends with me, and p;i) my respects to Veronica, and Kuphemin, and Alexander. 'I am, Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON,' 'February '15, 1775
'MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON.
' Edinburgh, Feb. 20, 177^.
*#***##
'You have illuminated my mind and relieved me from imaginary shackles of conscientious obligation. Were it necessary, 1 could immediately join in an entail upon the series of hdrs approved by my father; but it is better not to act too suddenly.'
'DR. JOHNSON TO MR. BOSWKLL. 'DEAR SIR,
'I am glad that what I could think or say has at all contributed to quiet your thoughts. Your resolution not to act, till your opinion is confirmed by more deliberation, is very just. If you have been scrupulous, do not now be rash, 1 hope that as you think more, and take opportunities of talking with men intelligent
1 'Let me warn you very earnestly against scruples/ he wrote. <m March 5, of this year: — 'I am no friend to scruples,' he had said at St. Andrew's. Boswcll's JM>r-itk$t Aug. ly. On his death -bed, he said:— 'Scruples made many men miserable, but few men good.' Croker's Bosivcll, p. 844.
nnes the general dissatisfaction with the judicature of the House of Lords. Till the end of Elizabeth's reign, he states, the peers, who were few in number, were generally possessed of great estates which rendered them less subject to corruption. As one remedy for the evil existing in his time, he suggests that the Crown shall create no Baron, who shall not at the same time entail ^4000 a year upon that honour, whilst it continues in his family; a Viscount, ^S000 '•> an Earl, ^6000; a Marquis, ^7000; and a Duke, ^8000.
